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Governor Connally what are your recollections of those terrible moments when you and President Kennedy 
was shot Martin just before it occurred of course we had a great moaning in Fort Worth the Magnificent buck 
was he spoke in a slight Biddle we made picked two ballots huge strong and along the way he got into 
downtown Dallas with tremendous crowd real want real understanding real appreciation and Nellie and | saw 
it so maybe neighbor Koch we were riding the car with him we did not attempt to acknowledge the obvious 
ovations that they were getting because we knew what the Kennedys reception had been magnificent the 
president had remarked Tony asteroid miss Kennedy as a matter of fact | guess not thirty seconds before the 
tragic incident occurred that Nellie had turned to the President and said mr. president they can't make you 
believe now that they're not some in Dallas whose lesbian appreciate you Kennedy he said no sure King and 
then we had just turned the corner we heard a shot | turned to my left | was sitting in the jumpsuit | turned to 
my left to look in the back sees the president had slumped he had said nothing almost simultaneously as | 
turned | was hit and | knew I've been hit bed and | said | knew the president had been hit and | said my god 
they're gonna kill us all and then there was a third shot and the president was hit again and we thought then 
very seriously | had still regained consciousness but the president has been had slumped in Miss Kennedy's 
left and when he was hit the second time she said or the first time it all happened such a brief span 
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time it all happened such a brief span she said oh my god they killed my husband yeah and then after the 
third shot the next thing that occurred | was conscious the Secret Service man of course the chauffeur head 
they had pulled out of the line they said get out of here on the radio they said get us to a hospital immediate 
and so we pulled out a course at meetings fast as we could go in just to the hospital in the space of a few 
seconds it's unbelievable what can happen Martin we went from great joy anticipation a wonderful clouds 
wonderful songs to great tragedy governors what are the thoughts that come to us lain here in this hospital 
bed recovering from your wound Oh Martin there have been there have been many in and many subjects 
and | just wonder you wanted all types of things you wonder why his life was taken why my life was spared 
and | know of course it's done now speculate that well it was me the man was after not him of course | have 
been campaigning all over Texas all last year for eleven months all this year riding parades horseback in 
cars open cars on street corners | could have been in an easy prey for anyone with no security whatever so | 
don't place any instead of is except | think the man did what he intended to do shoot both of us and that's the 
only thing | gentlemen what other reflections if he had given only that maybe Martin that opposed the United 
States as the birth of this great tragedy 


00:04:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=pn6OnD5A7C8&t=240s 





tragedy has been asked to do something in death he couldn't do in life and that is just so shocked and so 
stunned the nation the world what happened of the cancerous world that's been permitted to expand and 
enlarge itself on the community and the societies we live that breeds a hatred of bigotry and intolerance and 
indifference lawlessness that is | think I'm a really an outward manifestation of what occurred here in - it 
could have occurred in any other city in America it is nothing more than a manifestation of an extremism on 
both sides that basically is the genesis of our self-destruction we're ever going to be destroyed | am not the 
least fearful of any foreign enemy as long as we have within ourselves not hate with human understanding 


not passion and Prejudice the reason intolerance and not ignorance but knowledge and the willingness to 
use that knowledge this is the only answer | can give Martin why he's gone governor when did they tell you 
that President Kennedy was dead they told me Saturday after | was conscious enough really to understand it 
was no news Mellie told and there was no news to me though because | was almost sure that that he would 
be after the 2-shot that I felt 
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would be after the 2-shot that | felt he'd taken | hope | hope that everyone else did of course | don't longer 
than most because | did not know long after most people that he had succumbed because | personally felt 
that that | have been killed too when | received my shot yes what were your first conscious thoughts about 
the president's death Martin my really first conscious thoughts are still my same concentration just my god 
what a horrible horrible tragedy and how in the space of a fleeting moment things can change only before 
here were two relatively young men we were almost identical a riding with what | would like to be two most 
beautiful wife in this country we've been together for twenty twelve they were happy we were the hosts we 
were proud to be their hosts in Texas they had the tremendous welcome in San Antonio in Houston in Fort 
Worth and Dallas and then in a matter of a few seconds this incident occurred that changed all our lives 
changed the course of history for many people in what you need of urgent ways you never know and it 
makes you reflect ponder wonder if you do all the charges day by day and trying to make whatever 
contribution you can to the society which should be because you never know when the day may come Joe 
there are many American schools 
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come Joe there are many American schools we should have a memorial to the president have you thought 
about that what time Martin | would | would most certainly think we ought to have a memorial to the president 
I don't know what kind it could be any kind it could be marble it should be granted to be stone but really | 
would hope that if the American people build a mind to President Kennedy that they not do it in a sense of 
absolving themselves of the sins which | think we all must suffer for a lack of tolerance or lack of 
understanding for the prejudice of passion the hate and bigotry that permeates this whole society which we 
do that | think manifested itself here on Saturday | think this was only one one facet of it we see it in the 
bombings of five of the children five little girls in Birmingham it happens elsewhere in the United States we 
we | think above all else if we erect such a model we ought elected as a monument to patients to powers to 
knowledge to human understanding to human dignity freedom of the individual and society that live under 
law and under God and where each can respect each other notwithstanding that they disagree with because 
we have permitted a circumstances to occur in this country for fanaticism and extremism has become a affair 
a fashionable fair and this has to be 
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a fashionable fair and this has to be destroyed the people of breeze people of logic people of intelligence are 
going to have to emerge they're the people who are the silent people they're the people who are not 
speaking and their voice is going to have to become the dominant force description John Fitzgerald Kennedy 
himself German deeply conscious of exactly what you say in addressed himself to people so they he point 
out the way the state intervened to literally changed the world in this moment one way that has changed the 
world has given the United States for the first time in our history a president from your state of Texas | know 
how close you are to | thought about that Martin I've been very close to the President as you know | first went 
to work for him in 1938 | worked for him again in 1949 and we started uniform the Navy is it President 
Kennedy President Johnson and | were actually serving together in the Navy in the war and | thought how 
ironic that in spite of the fact that | managed his campaign unsuccessfully for the presidency that the man 
who defeated him President Kennedy made me Secretary of the Navy a highly pressured position suppose 
I've resigned and then known very day that president was assassinated and that | will move result of that 
Johnson rather strings you said circumstances tell us something about Lyndon Baines 





tell us something about Lyndon Baines Johnson government Martin he is a person of many complexities 
really he is a person who will be used by some as being perhaps unlettered and in some ways he is on letter 
but in other ways he probably is as literally a person you'll ever see in your life his literate in terms of the 
understanding of human nature he will not be the the most well-read person you whatever but he will have a 
human instinct | think almost surpassed any other person you'll ever encounter he is a person of great charm 
great poise at times and yet two times you can be almost crushed and Ruth always determined always firm 
always a man of his convictions and indomitable and indefatigable work what being always for perfection 
would you say that putting good amount of the cousins those are the qualities that | would all pay anything 
for Martin that | would point out first | think naturally since he is now the president of the United States that | 
should also point out that | think you can be further said that no man ever really assumed the burdens of that 
office and many ways better equipment and it'll come as a strange statement I'm sure some people in this 
country but he's | guess 55 now and 8 years old when 
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he's | guess 55 now and 8 years old when he's 55 he was born in a rugged country of rugged parents so 
many hard times they can be even | would say poverty-stricken times days of his students were arguing he 
did it himself close himself up by his own bootstraps he worked with people from many nationalities from 
many languages of many economic views many economic levels | think he understands the heartbeat of this 
nation probably as well as the new answer he's been on he's been a laborer and not just to be one to say he 
didn't want but we because he had to do he's been a schoolteacher and he knows what it is to teach school 
in the country school teaching a bunch of Latin students at the Tula Texas he headed the my Martin when he 
was 26 years old national youth in the Niger Youth administration oh you remember on the world birthdays 
and he was the youngest in my administrator in the country | think by any standards is one of one of the 
finest jobs in the magistration they worked again with young people saw the the need for education he has 
again this this concept of the needs of you and what it means and what contribution you can make to young 
minds and what those young minds can contribute to the welfare of this nation he walked among the Great 
and the near-great as you well know yet | don't think it has ever changed him in the least I think he still has 
the rough rough hewn the rough 
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still has the rough rough hewn the rough exterior of the hill country which he loves | think he's is in many 
ways it's readable as an open book yet again a very complex plane I'd hate for the mistake of this nation | 
want to repeat two things that | said a buddy party is very fun he's very charming and | think in IDs what 
pollination | know of no man in my life | would rather be meeting my donors | don't want to text your strength 
any further | just want to thank you for a really more memorable you were wonderful to come | hope you 
understand this is the first moment that | have had to say anything you know Nellie's first our mutual 
concerns of miss Kennedy and a handwritten note our son John took and delivered to her at the funeral 
ceremonies in Washington on Monday but I'm grateful to you for being here I'm just thankful | see Thank You 
governor and I'm so glad you're alright and may | say to you mrs. Connolly that | want you to know how all 
through the nation everyone admires the Grace and the courage of which you conducted yourself in a terrible 
moment thank you that's the conclusion of the interview with Governor John Connally at his bedside and the 
Parkland Memorial Hospital in Dallas Texas where the 
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Hospital in Dallas Texas where the governor is recovering from the wound peppered in the attack by an 
infection on himself from the President of the United States 
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